












B
orn in Lublin in 1917, Peter Sedgman (born as Perez Szechtman) has had a very eventful life.  
In his teens he had an interlude in Palestine and with disastrous timing, he returned to Poland 
just prior to Germany’s invasion. Conscripted into the Polish army, he spent 18 months as 
a prisoner-of-war in Germany. He later had six months in hiding with his only surviving 

brother, who then tragically lost the will to live, and was killed. After an audacious escape from a 
German labour camp, Peter �nally joined a group of Polish partisans.

After the war, he married Stella Kohen and together they had a long sojourn in Italy before going 
to Australia with their three year old daughter, Christine.

Life in Australia provided further challenges for the family of three, but despite these difficulties, 
Peter was able to rebuild his life. He passed away in Sydney in 2016.

This edition of Peter Sedgman’s testimony was distributed as part of the international symposium 
The end of Aktion Reinhardt and Aktion Erntefest organised in Brussels, Belgium by the Auschwitz 
Foundation on November 3d and 4th, 2018 to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Aktion 
Erntefest. This publication was realised with the kind permission of his daughter Christine Evans.
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